
This week proved to be another slow one as I am still waiting out my visa process.  My mother asked me 

yesterday if I was bored yet, I told her I’ve been bored since shortly after I finished my last project.  

That’s not to say I haven’t enjoyed my time with my family, simply that I haven’t really had anything to 

engage my attention and it’s really starting to get to me.   

A couple of days ago I found out that I was going to need to turn in my vehicle prior to leaving so I knew 

I was going to need a place to store my tools.  My mom and dad have room in the garage but I needed 

some shelving to store them on.  Rather than spending the extra $15 and just buying the plastic shelving 

from Walmart I decided to build my own this afternoon. While I know my way around a workshop I am 

not an expert craftsman by any stretch of the meaning.  Thus I found myself spending most of the 

afternoon attempting to not drill a hole in my finger (unsuccessfully I might add); the net result was a 

sturdy set of shelving that immediately left me wondering if it was big enough.  24” sure seemed a lot 

bigger on paper.  Worse was the fact that I realized once I moved it into the corner that it wasn’t entirely 

level.  In my defense, it is probable that the result of the shelving not being level is due to the fact that 

the garage floor isn’t entirely level. 

I also had a revelation earlier this week involving my grasp of the Portuguese language. While my studies 

have been progressing well and I now have a confident understanding of over 50 words, including the 

word egg, the number 2, and the color green (though I’m not sure how comfortable I would be if 

someone started asking me about two green eggs), I was suddenly presented with a test for which I was 

completely unprepared.  I have completed roughly 25% of the Rosetta Stone course and up to this point 

it has been pretty evenly paced, introducing new vocabulary and new grammar very slowly.  All of a 

sudden I hit a milestone test which presented me with a scenario where I walked up on a couple of 

people camping and attempted to hold a conversation with them.  Come to find out, the only phrase I 

am fluent in stringing together is “O que e isso?”  Meaning “what is that?”  Needless to say that phrase 

didn’t get me very far.  I really was expecting the people to stop speaking Portuguese at any moment 

out of sympathy for me.  Oh well… back to the books, figuratively speaking of course. 

I have been working with a third party company sponsored by GE to look at living accommodations 

while I am in Brazil.  GE obviously has a vested interest in keeping me safe while I work there so I’m not 

really concerned about the area I end up settling in, it’s more going to be an issue of how far I have to 

drive to get to the site.  Though there was a little bit of concern when the guy made the 

recommendation for me to rent an armored car while I am there.  Hmmm… maybe I need to rethink 

this.  I wonder if I can rent an armored motorcycle.  Ah, that’s just silly, then they would be able to easily 

cause me to wreck by training kamikaze badgers to jump into my spokes. 

Ok, so on a completely separate note I’m going to share an internet meme that has been going around 

for a while, so for those of you who have seen it… what is it that Solomon said, “there’s nothing new 

under the sun?”  And as I said in my first newsletter, I’m not above shamelessly plagiarizing material.  

For those of you who haven’t seen it, you’re welcome. 



Doesn’t it strike you 

that the guy listed in 

the bottom picture is 

probably responsible 

for the events in the 

top picture?  I can 

imagine the end of 

production for this 

film when all the cast 

and crew are 

together, poor Phil is 

sitting over in the 

corner getting reamed 

by the director.  “You 

had one job, Phil.  ONE JOB!  This isn’t amateur hour here, people died.  There were raptors in the 

kitchen, Phil.  IN THE KITCHEN!” 

And I will leave you guys on 

this note, if you have a job 

title that sounds semi-

important, something like 

Dinosaur Supervisor, please, 

for the sake of us all, do your 

job.  People’s lives could be 

on the line. 


